Mission to Hume
By Phil Court, ministry candidate.
Every year, Presbyterian Theological College sends its ministry candidates out on an eight-day mission to support the efforts of a local church in its local community.  

The College mission goes through a three-year cycle of support to a country parish, a metropolitan parish and an overseas church or mission.  Last year the mission was to Tatura and Rushworth.  Next year it will be to Bangkok.  This year, from 20 to 27 June, the focus was on Hume.

Hume Presbyterian Church serves a swathe of outer northern suburbs, including Greenvale, Attwood, Broadmeadows, West-Meadows, Glenroy, Gladstone Park, Roxburgh Park, Dallas, Coolaroo and Campbellfield.

The mission team consisted of ten ministry candidates, two members of the College faculty, and one candidate’s wife.  Hume assessor elder, Bruce Blythe, also joined the mission team for the week.
Our base of operations for the week was the manse, where Rev. Scott Kroeger and his wife Nancy made us feel at home.  We were abundantly fed throughout the week by the Kroegers and three other households of the congregation.
Matt Tegart preached the sermon on the first Sunday, and I preached on the following Sunday.  During the week, we operated in pairs in evangelistic outreach to the various communities of Hume.  Some went door-knocking, which proved to be fairly unfruitful, while others focussed on bus and railway stations, which were far more promising.
We sought to engage people through a six-point community questionnaire, a method which turned out to be very helpful in getting total strangers to think deeply about God, faith and eternity.  The six questions were:

1. What is your greatest concern at the moment in this community?

2. Are you part of any religion, or do you currently attend any church/temple/mosque?

3. If you could ask God one question, what would it be?

4. Do you think the church/temple/mosque prepares people for life after death?

5. If you were to die tonight, where do you think you would go?

6. If God said to you, “Why should I let you into my heaven?”, what would you say?

In total, the team engaged 231 people in conversation, with 186 people completing the six questions.  We were able to give out 98 Hume Presbyterian Church introductory brochures and several hundred postcards advertising a youth gathering for the final Sunday evening.  Most importantly, through using the questionnaire, we were able to present the basic message of the gospel of Jesus Christ to 82 people.

The final event of the mission, a youth gathering around the theme “Life’s Big Question” was held on Sunday evening, 27 June, with games, music, pizza and a gospel talk from our mission co-leader, final-year candidate Steve Deroon.
It was a wonderful week, and we learned many valuable lessons about street evangelism.  May God bring forth a bountiful harvest from the many seeds that were sown in Hume.

